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Synopsis 

Introduction 

A few years ago, Gabriel von Eisenstein played a prank on his best friend Dr. Falke. 
Falke got very drunk at Comic Con, and instead of driving him home, Eisenstein left 
him on a bench. He woke up the next morning surrounded by people taking pictures 
of him.  
  
Act I: The home of the Eisensteins  

Stuck in quarantine, Rosalinde gets a voice message from Alfredo, who she’s met on 
Tinder. Adele, her maid, gets a text message from her sister Ida inviting her to a party 
on Orlofsky the Influencer’s YouTube channel that evening. (“Täubchen, das 
entflattert ist”)  Adele tries to convince Rosalinde to give her the evening off, but to 
no avail. (“Ach, ich darf nicht hin zu ihr”) Alfredo calls Rosalinde, trying to arrange a 
tryst with her, but she cuts him off to attend a Zoom meeting with her husband, 
Eisenstein, and his lawyer, Dr. Blind. Eisenstein is on trial for breaking quarantine, 
and due to the stupidity of his lawyer, not only fails to get acquitted, but has his jail 
sentence increased from five days to eight days. (“Nein, mit sochen Advocaten”) Dr. 
Falke calls Eisenstein, also inviting him to Orlofsky’s party, telling him he can go to 
jail in the morning. Falke tells Eisenstein to bring along his infamous pocket watch to 
charm the ladies. (“Komm’ mit mir zum Souper”) Rosalinde lets Adele have the night 
off, having received a text telling her to attend the party so she can catch her husband 
philandering. (“So muss allein ich bleiben”) Eisenstein goes to the party, Adele leaves 
for her night off, and Rosalinde, angry at her husband’s deception, receives Alfredo. 
Their rendezvous is interrupted by the prison warden Frank, who has come to arrest 
Eisenstein. Rosalinde persuades Alfred to preserve her good name by posing as her 
husband, and Frank carts Alfred off to jail. (“Trinke, Liebchen, trinke schnell”)  
  
Act II: Orlofsky’s YouTube Channel  

Orlofsky welcomes everyone to the party, and Dr. Falke starts introducing the guests. 
Adele arrives, disguised as an actress. Her sister Ida arrives, shocked to see her. Adele 
convinces Ida to cover for her after finding out that Ida didn’t send her the text. 
Eisenstein arrives, disguised as a Marquis, per Falke’s instructions, and Orlofsky 
invites them all to drink. (“Ich lade gern mir Gäste ein”) Eisenstein recognizes Adele, 
identifying her as his wife’s maid.  Adele convinces the other guests that she is an 
actress, and everyone proceeds to make fun of Eisenstein. (“Mein Herr Marquis”) 
Frank then enters the party, disguised as a Chevalier, and he and Eisenstein become 
fast friends. Rosalinde enters, disguised as a Ukranian countess, and Eisenstein 
attempts to seduce her, not recognizing her as his wife. (“Dieser Anstand, so 
manierlich”) Rosalinde outsmarts Eisenstein and then entertains the party with a 
czardas. (“Klänge der Heimat”) As Midnight approaches, Falke entertains the guests 
with the story of how he earned the nickname of Dr. Fledermaus: one drunken 
evening, when he was dressed as a bat for a costume ball, his best friend Eisenstein 



played a practical joke on him that made him the laughingstock of the city. Orlofsky 
proposes a toast to Alcohol, and the crowd sings to love and brotherhood. (“Im 
Feuerstrom der Reben”)  As the clock strikes six, Eisenstein, who’s attempts to retrieve 
his watch from his wife have failed, and Frank rush out to go to jail. (“Ha, welch ein 
Fest, welche Nacht voll Freud'!”)  

Act III: The Jail  

Frank enters, directly from the party. He meets with Frosch, the jailer, who tells him 
he sent for Dr. Blind for Eisenstein’s sentencing. Adele and Ida come in, asking 
Frank to sponsor Adele’s acting career, and Adele proves that she is a capable actress. 
(“Spiel’ ich die Unschuld vom Lande”) Eisenstein arrives to serve his sentence and is 
pleased to find that his friend from the party is the warden, but Frank insists he 
escorted Eisenstein to prison the night before. Dr. Blind enters, and Eisenstein 
switches clothes with him to find out who is posing as Eisenstein. Rosalinde arrives to 
free Alfredo from jail, and the couple explain their innocence. Eisenstein, posing as 
Dr. Blind, does not believe them, and reveals his true identity. (“Ich stehe voll Zagen”) 
Falke arrives with the entire party, and explains his master plan, and everyone sings a 
final toast to the joys of alcohol. (“O Fledermaus, o Fledermaus!”)  
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The Boyer College of Music and Dance offers hundreds of events open to the public 
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experiencing a challenging and diverse academic curriculum. The Boyer faculty are 
recognized globally as leaders in their respective fields. Boyer alumni are ambassadors 
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The Center for the Performing and Cinematic Arts consists of the Boyer College of 
Music and Dance, School of Theater, Film and Media Arts, the George and Joy 
Abbott Center for Musical Theater and the Temple Performing Arts Center. The 
School of Theater, Film and Media Arts engages gifted students with nationally and 
internationally recognized faculty scholars and professionals. A hallmark of the 
School of Theater, Film and Media Arts is the Los Angeles Study Away program, 
housed at historic Raleigh Studios. The George and Joy Abbott Center for Musical 
Theater engages visiting performers, guest artists, set designers, playwrights and other 
Broadway professionals. The Temple Performing Arts Center (TPAC), a historic 
landmark on campus, is home to a state-of-the-art 1,200 seat auditorium and 200 seat 
chapel. More than 500 concerts, classes, lectures and performances take place at 
TPAC each year. 
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Founded as a night school by Russell Conwell in 1884, Temple University has evolved 
into an international powerhouse in higher education and a top-tier research 
institution with roughly 40,000 undergraduate, graduate and professional students. 
As the largest university in one of the nation’s most iconic cities, Temple educates 
diverse future leaders from across Philadelphia, the country and the world who share 
a common drive to learn, prepare for their careers and make a real impact. 


